FORCE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 


VOLUME “September, 1954 


BIRTHDAY 


This is the birth of the Historical Foundation's publicatian, [t's just a baby, 
remember, Small. Unpreteytious. Not much on looks. But we expect it to vrow. and 


aS ts appearance will improve too. We You “to he patient. Give the 


Youngster a chance, 
choose it than those w LO coniriowute the financial nundr heads 


are betier than one. Submit your entry--by posteard, letter, leiegram, word of mouth-- 
but submit it! Your entry may win the prize, Which wili be a copy of “The Officia! 
Pictorial History of the *.A.F..’ autographed by outstanding “Old Timers”--men whe 


made our early aerial history. A valuable historical item for your library, 


This first issue is devoted almost entirely to the operating plan, which is the result 
of pooling the ideas of over half a hundred people, But we den't claim we have cornered 
all the ideas. If you have any additional ideas or suggestions, send them in. We'll be’ 
criticisms, send them in, too. your organi- 
wution, remember, and you're a pariier in this undertaking. 


grateful for them. And if you have any 


COMING ISSUES 


vie Whi bC in tne inaii January | 


The next 


ane 


mailed at the start of each calendar quarter thereafter. 


ieature the following articles: 


January — Early Flying Experiences, by. Brig. Gen. Frank P. Lahm (Ret). 
General Lahm, who has held a military pilot’s rating for the greatest 
number of years, will relate bis experiences while learning to fly. 
He wili alsa touch on his free balloon flit 


the Wright’ brothers. 


ts and his relations wit 


April — Early Flying Experiences, by Maj. Gen. Benjamin 1. Foulois, If 
you wonder how it feels to teach yoursel? to solo, youll enjey thi 


by the third officer to get a military rating. 
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October Our Early Flying Schools, by Brig. Gen. T. DeWitt Milling. The 
man who learned to fly with General Arnold in 1911 tells of eariy 
fiying training at College Park, Md.; Augusia, Ga.; and North 
Island, Calif., (Later Rockwell Field). 

In addition there will be items of generai interest. 

LETS KEEP THE RECORD STRAIGHT . 


There ts confusion in the minds of some concerning the place of the 


Histor al Foundation in the overall Air Force historical setup. i yound Is an 
noependent, non-proiit, incorporated organization, its procram h 
ana tne air 1tecanicai w.iuscum, not to Cuplicate or t 

oF their acti issue The .zcennical Museum and the Mist: 

AvVISION Wha acquaint you with their prowvrams, ang we will Keep You abreast of then 


‘tivities With notes in cach subsequent issue. Until their articles orient you in detail, 
t's put it this way: the Historical Division is concerned with official written history, 
echnical Museum with official technical and historical matericl, and the Founda- 
tion with supplemental activities to round out and complete a program that will pre- 


verve the traditions and history of our Air Force. 


DOWE HAVE YOUR CORRECT ADDRESS? 


The recore cards for most of our members contain two addresses: a military. ad- 
dress, and a permanent home address. If you received this issue through the mail, at 


ast one of your addresses is correct. But how about the other? 


Every mail contains material being returned to us, often fer the second time. I 


you've been rotated and your former organization does not have your new address, 
We then try the home address. Far too often the home addresses furnished us were 
tither in ¢rrer in the first place or have been changed since. When a communication 
has been returned first fron: the military address on your card, and later from the 


”’" we then ask the aid of the 


home address marked “not there” or “no such address, 
Air Adjutant General. But the Air Adjutant General’s office is a very busy place; it 
fakes time to get this information. Weeks, even months go by before we get 
Siraightened out. A postcard to us on change of station would save all concerned a 


hit of time. 


So -- when your address changes, please send us the card inclused ssue. 


five us vour new military address and also your home address so we cz 


And if you are a member who hasn’t received his permanent certific 


anc Who 


& reading a borrowed copy of this issue, please send us your address and help us get 

‘aightened out. 

‘ 

OFFICER AND TRUSTEE CHANGES 
At the annual inveting June 29th, the Board of Trustces took action to fill the 

Bacancy in the office of President, occasjoned by General Vandenberg’s a 
Bucancy in the office of Vice President brought about by the resignation of Mr. C. R. 


, and the 


Suith. The Board elected Maj. Gen. Benjamin D. Foulois (Ret) to the office of Presi- 


nt, and Major Alexander P. de Seversky to fill the Vice Presidential vacancy. Our 
Gate of officers now stands: 
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President: Gen. Benjamin D. Fouleis «Ret 
Viee Pres: Lt. Gen. Tdwal Edwards (Ret) 


Maj. Alexander P. de Seversky 


Mr. Gill Robb Wilson 


Treasurer: Maj. Gen, St. Clair Streett (Ret) 


Secretary: Lt. Gen. Laairence S. 


ihe Were bY Lhe mienibers to serve as 


four veurs: 
Maj. Alexander P. de Severshy 


Harwon 


tra haker (Ret) 


The first four of these have just finished serving on the Board of Trustees for 


ohe year, and so constitute re-clections. 


GOOD NEWS 


At the annual meeting the Board of Trustees voted to amend the last sentence of 
Section 5, Chapter IL, (Membership) of the Bylaws to read: 
hose making annual contributions of ten dollars the first year and 


three dollars per year thereafter shall be classified as annual members 


The amendment, which became operative immediately, is subject. to ratification 


by the members at the annual meeting in June 1955. Those who have already renewed 


he old rate will be credited accordingly. 
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MEMBERSHIIPS 


ay 31, 1954, our Membership status was as follows: 


Genefactur Life Menibers 
Conivibuting Members 11 
Annual Mernbers wor 
botal 2252 


Savings Accounts $30,10-4.50 
J 
Checking Accounts 


Petty Cash 


Otfice Equipment (at cost) 


iess Reserve for Depreciation 


faxes Puid in Advance 


49,60 


FOTAL ASSETS: 


359,501.05 


ABILITIES: 


Withhaldine 
Vitnholding Taxes Payable 


65.20 
Accounts Payable 37.55 


Due Executive Director (Taxes Overpaid) 


LIABILITIES: 134.55 


WUNDATION EQUITY:* 


Undation equity does not include the value of donated historical property. 
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STATEMENT OF ASSEVS, LIABILITIES, AND EQUITY —_ 
ol MAY 1954 
ASSETS: 

Cash: 
ip 

25.00 $3%,253.29 
1,209.5 
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(ISTORICAL FOUNDATI 


PLAN OF OPERATIONS 


OBJECTIVE: 


io pre and perpetuate the annals of Amevicas: 

of the United Force and ws 
Culnposing Loose Organizations: to disseminate to 


the force, to the public, and to pestervily accurate and cor tis ical 3 fornia 
tion on air subjects; and to preserve in’ suitable espositorics steria 
depicting the history, culture, and tri s of the United States Air Fores 

METHOD OF OPERATING: 

A salistactory dissemination of Air Force Nistery can be accomplished only by 
presehlinge ib in the proper places. To keep ail signifieant historical material ino a 
single repository, or to have all historiea] activity located in a single Air Force aveney, 
would relatively Tew to the inipact of history. intesrating the program iate 
the action, contact would be made with a much larger percentage of A 
Force personnel and of the public. The activities of the Foundation will complemen 
Ussiel and other unotfielal Air Porce historical and related ageneies, and 
will be as follows: 

Centralized activities of the national henddquarters, and 

Decentralized activit es, prouped inte prajects, lireetiv Upervised iv 
Leer ehuirinen, UNnGer a general directive from national headouarter 


3% INITIATION OF ACTIVITIES: 


Premature initiation of activities and over-expansion niust be avoided if a steady, 
stable ygrowth is to be attained. Activities will be undertaken only as adequate means 
become available. 


i. CENTRALIZED MEANS TO ACCOMPLISH: 


a. Liaison with the Historical Division and the Technical Museum. Liaison te 


be extended Soon as possible to other histurical Grganizations, 


iblications: Initially, a quarterly eight-page leaflet, to be expanded 


vapidly as finances permit into a substantial journal. This field to be given high 
orty since it is a “must,” if membership interest is to be maintained. 
Public Relations: In addition tu the norinal ¢ ts With the -press, services 
publications, and closely affiliated publications (such as the “Air Foree Times” an 
“Air Force”), contact to be made with historical organization n localities renjoves 


from Air Foree contacts With a view to supplying information, exhibits, 


films, and speakers. Press releases might well include illustrated 


lorm as used in syndicated 


d. Collection of historical materials for central files as 
‘ojects. These to be obtained by svliciting individuals and th: 


in publications. The national headquarters will keep a. centre) 


erved by the various projects and also one of items available on 
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historical inforpinti Meetings pubic 
to civic CiUbs, nistorical aNd periodic 
meetings, at central ations, of members of the Peundation, tu which Inierested 
the community be imvited, 
projects, the to cover nintles interes SUCH AS 
1 Strateeyu y +} egelant 
(1) Strategy Exhibit ana niecels showing the ck 
; 
Various Kinds of air tacties a5 exaiaple, the deve ent i 
Pignater tactics from © GO OF Word War to ‘ai. 


{ War IT and 


teeanique of Wo: 


ihe Koreaz War; from the rough. 
ana-ready siage of tacticn] support in World War I to the hights 
complex, radio direeted form in World War li and Koren, 

(3) aucation Exhibit: Usine charts, und caption texts 
to trace the eevetopment of air Vealion Trom its primitive pe- 
finnings to the present cducational SySieins, 

(1) Corporate Exhibits: Exhibits prepared by various Corporations 
showing their in the development of aireralt, engines, 
armament, photographic equipment, and electronic piient, 

Combat Articles of clothing und persynal 
snowing the changes from the coveralls and crash helmets of the 
early days to the G-suits of the modern era, 

iH) Anniversary Exhibits: Such exhibits offer infinite possibilities, As 
an ¢xample, the coming 20th anniversary of the first flight of the 
XB-17 offers an opportunity to trace the History of that work horse 
of hombardmen 

i. A series of tape recordings of insormal round-table discussions OL Various 
Spices. A examples are: 
(1) A discussion of our early struggles to learn to ! General 
Foulots, General Lahm, and General Milling. Con 


1954). 


f the struggle for ree nition of air power, 
the Virginia Capes, by 


person- 
positions at that time. 


(3) A discussion of our air operations in World War I 


by leading 
participants in those operations. 


(4) A discussion of Korean fighter tactics and personal combat ex. 


periences by several leading 


Jet aces, 
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als and eash prizes. Such a prograim, ‘ted tt i hist 
aWards on nation-wide basis, couid Gevelop Winespread interest. 

even in wnien th purlicibates 
5. MEANS TO ACCOMPLISH: 

si. Prajects Order Of priority: 
(33) Permanent Duses 
National Guard 
io) AUP Put 
(6) Stithsontian Institute 
(7) Pable Institutions 
(a) Air Force Academy project as as construetior 
permits) 
i, Project Chaiwiwen: Each project is a major work of long range proportiog 
Ba be supervisea by @ Vo.unleer project chairman. To insure 
Bethe project, the Foundation will solicit the services of the seniov responsible a 
feritv, where practicable, as foilows: 
qt) 4 University, ine Hiversitv 


(2) Air Foree ROTC, Tie Commander, Air Force ROTC. 
Air Natior al Guard, Chief, Air Force Division, National Guard Bureau, 
(4) Civil Air Patrol, Commander, C.A.P. 

(5) Air Force Academy, The Superintendent, Air Foree Aca lemy, wher 


established. 


lv desired by a project chairman, the Foundation will nominate +; onyhe 
ihe Foundation to serve as an udvisory committee on his project, 
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THE AIR UNIVERSITY PROJECT 


OBJECTIVE: 


he contributions of the Air University and its predecessors, ¢s- 


Jo perpetuate t 


necially the Air Corps Tactical Schouoi, to the development of air power; to develop 


student interest in the accomplishments of the Air Force, and-to build tradition; to 


aywlired the history of the Air Force to the attention of visitors, both military and civ 


iy disseminate historical information on military aviation to the military and = the 

SUGGESTED MEANS TO ACCOMPLISH: 

i A display -- subsequentiy located in the proposed A. U. Library building -- 


Mir Corps Tactical Senool, AAKFSAT, AAFTAC, the AAF School, and the Air Univer- 


ity, the cmphasis being on the development of doctrine and the inen who contributed 


f documents, manuals, monographs, photographs, etc.. which record the story of the 


the mest to that development, 


hb. A display of documents, photographs, and other items which tell the story 


of Maxwell Aiv Foree Base and record relationship with the city of Montgomery. 
Portraits of Air Foree leaders. 


of models, photos, ana puintings of aireraft from i909 to the present 


d. Display 
to show the development of military aviation, 


e. Photographs and paintings of the Air Force in action. 
War relies. 
i. A writing program which will include the preparation of articles on air 


power, biographies of leading airmen, and articles on aviation history. 


THE AIR FORCE R. O. T. C. PROJECT 
Project Chairman: The Commander, Air Force R. 0. T. C. 
OBJECTIVE: 


To generate and develop the student’s interest in air power in general and an Air 


Moree career in particular; 
tccomplishments and customs us a basis for traditions; and to provide a meuns for dis- 


historical information on air subjects to the student body, 


to inspire a pride in his organization; to perpetuate past 
Mimination of accurate 


saculty, und general public. 


% SUGGESTED MEANS FOR ACCOMPLISHMENT: 
it. Display, pictorial and written, giving the complete story of the Air Force 


a. O. T. Cy. graduate in training in his specialty, (pilot, observer, engineer). 


| 
n; 
Be 
| 
3 
@ 
8 
i 


rt 
un 

ri 

mite 


BS 
papel 


tion 


oe ‘ » 
} | 
Bactivi 
4 
ie 
h 
loan 
Rivili 
Hoya! 
j 
Requi 
phot. 
hist 
|] 


of ol Classes ana 
tigen riv co af the r camp 
Lhose of the sumner canip. 
Of photog OF wraduates Accompanied ov 
Wnts OT UNUSUAL activities, careers, and outsiunding accomplishments 
Display of heraldic device institutions in the Air Forse T. 
eran 
rum. 
vee, With the lirst miitary 
pid appropriate Civie 
Serve as Couechion points tor requests for histericnl wricn 


will be supphed by the Foundation and the Historical Division; co 


js oullets for historical 


information for publication in student publications and loeal 


liistorical exhibitions, material on hand to be supplemented on 


loun from other projects, private collectors, and ‘Technical Museum. 


PERMANENT BASE PROJECT 


Project 


1. OBJECTIVE: 


Yo preserve the history of the many contributions the base has made to the overall 
tevelopment of the Air Force; to bring tu the attention of both military personnel and 
tivilians the many successes, in battles around the world, of organizations organized 
Bad trained at the base; and to promote a reciprocal feeling of partnership, pride, and 
loyalty in the base personnel and the people of the community in whieh the base is 


located. 


SUGGESTED MEANS TO ACCOMPLISH: 


iv, or at Jeast a Jarge room, is a basic 


2. A suitable centrally located buildi 


Pictorial Gispiay Showing progressive Gevelopment of the 


Photos (ur paintings) of Commanders. 


Similar display covering development of adjacent conimunity with phot 
civic leaders; also a scrapbouvk of military community relationships. 
d. play of insignia, photos, paintings, and historieal sketch depicting: the 
tory, training, battle successes, and other outstanding aceomplishinents of orpuniza- 


“Ons organized and trained ut the | use. 
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materie: pertinent to the above mentioned organizations, (Ex- 


ple: Langle; could use old bomb sights used in the ship bombing, early °20’s, 
the Virginia Capes.) 
# When pertinent, histories! markers to perpetuate military and civilian items 
pi historical significance, 
by uterial on joan, tO bringg the Community in 
gloser Contact with the base, and tu expose both the civilians and the younyer penera- 


ten of the Air Force to history. 
h. Establish a speakers Lureau. 


materia tor the foundation's other activities. 


ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES: 


Many air bases no longer in existance had uw significant influence on Air Force 
history. When possible, existing buses should incorporate into their programs historical 


fata and material of nearby “phost bases.” 


THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD PROJECT 
Project Chairman: Chief, Air Foree Division, National Guard Bureau 


1 OLDJECTIVE: 

To bring communities in vieinity of wing and subordinate headquarters into closer 
tontact with the Air National Guard and the Air Foree; to develop and foster a com- 
qnunity and state pride in the past accomplishments of the Air National Guard and the 
Mial part it plays in our national defense; to stimulate interest in air power and the 


fir Force in the younger generation. 


SUGGESTED MEANS TO ACCOMPLISH: 


2. Pictorial and materiel displays of the development of the National Guard 
Bad of the community designed to shew the general relationship of the two. 


b, Display of organization insignia with historical and battle records. 


e. Open house programs to develop interest and bring the public in contact with 


tional Guard personnel and the historical displays. 


d. Similar open house programs aimed at the youth organizations. 
. Talks before business groups, clubs, ete. to disseminate information, em- 


Nusizings how lessons of the past have been applied to future plans. 


Establish a speakers bureau. - 
i if. Collection of historical material for other activities of the Foundation, 
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THE 


AIR FORCE ACADEMY PROJECT 


Project Chairman: 


OBJECTIVE: 


To furnish inspiration for the cadet 


Jasis for great traditions. 


MEANS TO ACCOMPLISH: 


body; to build esprit de corps; to 


The Superintendent, Air Force Academy 


the 


form 


he Commemorative Center: 
(1) An Air Force of Fame. brief biographies of great 
| figures in our military aviation. Selection to be an annual event by an 


appointed nigh level board. 


Portraits of Air Force leaders and heroes. 
Organization insignia with caption texts and battle 
development from 


Displays of aircraft depicting 


a.cplane -- models, photos, paintings, 


11 


(5) War relies (such as the torn flag from Clark Ficld, 
(6) Cuptured matericl. 
(7) Commemorative Tablets and Memorial Windows. 

b. Historical exhibitions in Commemorative Center. 

c. Historical lectures. 


recores, 


the first military 


P. T., ete.) 
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